Carrying water in Bielazersk

Museum attendant & Malevich

Icon and Devotion
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Alison Milner-Gulland lives in

West Sussex and has exhibited widely
in the UK . Her work is in private
collections across the world

Devaluation of the rouble

“My first visit to Russia was in 1970, with
an eventful train journey, to join my
husband in Moscow. Returning many
times since to different parts of Russia, |
have noticed many changes. | always carry
a sketchbook and scribble down what has
grabbed my attention. One memorable trip
to Vologda, the Kenozera National Park,
Archangel and St. Petersburg formed the
basis of a solo show at the Workhouse
Gallery, Chelsea. More recently, | took
part in a Defra/Darwin Initiative exchange
to Kalmykia, which was formerly part of
USSR. My remit was to illustrate the
ecological problems facing the Kalmyk

people and draw attention to the
endangered saiga antelope.
www.saiga-conservation.com (issue 6)

Khonya weighs
saiga calf

This exhibition was part of the Arundel
Festival, West Sussex.

My quick sketches recreate the
memory when back in the studio. |
especially enjoy drawing to music and in
Kalmykia drew the steppe dancers,
stopping only when the dance finished.
This produced a maze of rhythmical
jagged lines.

The crane
dance

| use whatever medium seems to be
dictated by the subject matter and have
recently discovered the tactile quality of
clay, where | can translate my love of
drawing into a 3D object.”

Horse and rider

Combining the immediacy of a quick
sketch, atmospheric colour and tactile
texture, these works create a personal
snapshot of people and places in
Russia.

Dried fish and
cranberries

e: alisonm-g@hotmail.co.uk



