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Book Festival — ‘Focus on Russia’ events (and oth&r
There are a number of ‘Russian’ events clusterggther at the beginning of this year's
Edinburgh Book Festival, starting with Boris Akudan Rankin, sponsored by the Forum.
Full details available in the printed brochure amttp://www.edbookfest.co.uk/
Saturday 13 August 6.30pm: Boris Akunin with lan Rankin. ‘Focus on Russia’ Creator of
Erast Fandorin interviewed by Edinburgh’s own laanKin. Supported by SRF.
Saturday 13 August, 7.30pm: Aleksei Evdokimov & Alexander Garros. Latvian
journalists, winners of the Russian Literary NasibBestseller prize. ‘Murder and computer
games spin their hero into a mixed-up world.’
Sunday 14 August, 12.30pmAdrian Levy & Catherine Scott-Clark. ‘Focus on Russia’
‘What happened to the Amber Room’.
Sunday 14 August, 3pm Anna Politkovskaya ‘Focus on Russia’ Courageous political
journalist. Chaired by lain Macwhirter.
Sunday 14 August, 5pm: Andrey Kurkov. ‘Focus on Russia’. Author ddeath and the
Penguinetc. An ‘absurd, witty, distinctive’ new writer.
Sunday 14 August, 7.30pmNations Unlimited. ‘Focus on Russia’. Discussion on the future
of Russia. Chrystia Freeland, Andrey Kurkov, GrnigBasko and Anna Politkovskaya
Monday 15 August, 10.30amChrystia Freeland & Catriona Kelly. ‘Focus on Russia’
Russia’s ‘second revolution’ (yinancial Timegournalist Chrystia Freeland) and an update
on Pavlik Morozov from Oxford academic Catrionaliel
Monday 15 August, 3pm: The Scottish Pen LectureElaine Feinstein on Anna Akhmatova.
Thursday 18 August 4.30pm: Nicholas & Alexandra: behind the scenes a@n exhibition.
‘Focus on Russia.” Royal Museum curators talk altbatexhibition and the insight it gives
into the royal family and its Scottish connectioftsd: see below (and flyer for member’s
discount on the related book)]
Sunday 20 August, 4.30pm: John Berger with Nella Biski. Talking about translation.
Book online: http://www.edbookfest.co.uk/ or by phone: 0131 624 5050, or in person at
Ottakars Booksellers, 57 George Street, Edinbut@hl(ne - 11 Aug) and Book Festival Box
Office, Entrance Tent, Charlotte Square Gardensdtdgh (from 14 August).

Nicholas and Alexandra: the last Tsar and Tsarina
Royal Museum of Scotland’s summer exhibition, shasiteg outstanding artefacts relating to
the Romanov dynasty including paintings, furnituoijets d’art’ and personal items, which
give a fascinating insight into the family life, w life and tragic downfall of the dynasty.
Many of these stunning treasures have never been setside Russia. There is a full
programme of events associated with the exhibitimejuding films, music, children’s
activities, a lecture and a study course. 14 JolBQ October, Royal Museum, Chambers
Street, Edinburgh. Contact: 0131 247 44@8w.nms.ac.ukTickets: Adult £5, Concessions
£4, Children £3, Family ticket £15, Group Discotf£s. NMS members and children under
5 free. Monday to Saturday 10-5 (to 8pm on Tuepdagl 12-5 on Sunday.
*** SRF members can buy the book of the exhibitadardiscount — see enclosed flyer ***

This newsletter is published by the Scotland-RuBsram. The opinions expressed are those
of the contributors, and not necessarily thoséefdommittee or the editor.




Fringe events of Russian/FSU interest
A selection! Full details in the printed brochuoe at http://www.edfringe.com
Cossack PassionRussian Cossack State Dance Company) George esqiatre, 5-27
August (not Sundays) at 12.40. 0131 662 8740
Divine Orthodox Liturgy (Ukrainian National Choir ‘Trembita’) The Forestpstairs, 3
Bristo Place, 15-21 August at 10.00. 0131 226 0000
The evil of tobacco (Act Provocateur International) Chekhov, Beckdttabokov and
Ishiguro. C electric, Clerk St (the old Odeon),31-15-29 August at noon. 0870 701 5105
Heart of a dog (Rogue State Theatre Company) Bulgakov ‘re-imatjinAssembly @
George St, Assembly Rooms, George St, 6-29 Audust.85. 0131 226 2428
Natalka Poltavka (Zankovetskaya National Drama Theatre from theai@) The Exchange,
Grove St, 9, 10, 15-17 August at 17.00. 0131 228121
Petrograd (Prospekt Theatre) By Van Badham. Pleasance Caoditg0 The Pleasance. 7-29
August (except 16) at 14.25. 0131 556 6550
Russian beauty(Act Provocateur International) By Viktor Sobch&kelectric, Clerk St (the
old Odeon), 4-29 August at 13.00. 0870 701 5105
Russian expanses of the soulYuri Borisov accompanied by Lev Aronov) St Marks
Unitarian Church, 7 Castle Terrace, 5, 7, 9, 11,1145 19, 21, 24, 26, 28 August at 17.15.
0131 226 0000
Swansong (Act Provocateur International) Based on Chekhof@amous monologue. C
electric, Clerk St (the old Odeon), 4-13 and 15A2@ust at 16.30. 0870 701 5105
Tchaikovsky for tea (ROSL Arts) Royal Over-Seas League, Overseas HdigePrinces St,
15, 17, 22, 24 August at 17.00. 0131 226 0000
Ukraina viva! (Buy Hutsui Song and Dance Folk Company) Café Rbyiage Theatre, 17
West Register St, 8-14 August at 12.15. 0131 53825
Also ‘Russian Cossack’ horses are taking part @Spirit of the horse event at The Royal
Highland Centre Ingliston, Wednesday 27 July to Men 8 August. 0870 160 9559,
www.equestriantheatre.co.uk

Russian/FSU Films at the Film Festival
Full details in the printed brochure, or at htiypwiiv.edfilmfest.org.uk
A driver for Vera Directed by Pavel Chukhraj/Russia and Ukraine/2008@ast: Igor
Petrenko, Alvona Babenko, Bogdan Stupka, AndreirRdfkaterina Yudina. 19 August at
7pm at Filmhouse 1, and 21 August at 1pm at Filrsed) both Lothian Road, Edinburgh.
4 Directed by llya Khrzhanovsky/Russia/2004. Caé#riia Vovchenko, Irina Vovchenko,
Svetlana Vovchenko, Sergei Shnurov, Yuri Lagutd. ARgust at 7.45pm at Cameo 1, Home
Street, Edinburgh and 26 August at 10pm at Filmbé&yd.othian Road, Edinburgh.
Mars Directed by Anna Melikian/Russia/2005. Cast: GoKlutsenko, Nana Kitsenko, Artur
Smolianinov. 18 August at 9.30pm and 24 Augusi@m at Cineworld, Fountainpark,
Edinburgh.
The SunDirected by Alexander Sokurov/Russia, Italy, Fewtand Switzerland/2004. Cast:
Issey Ogata, Robert Dawson, Kaori Momoi, Shiri S&@tanmei Tsuji. 23 August at 7.45pm
at Cineworld, Fountainpark, Edinburgh, and 25 Auqits5.30pm at Filmhouse 2, Lothian
Road, Edinburgh.
Tour de Force Directed by Antoine Prum, Boris Kremer/Luxembo@@5. Cast: Andrei
Volfson, Georges Christen, Alla Guenikova, Valtest§) Vasili Maksakov. 21 August 8pm
and 26 August 3.30pm at the Filmhouse 2, LothiaadR&dinburgh, 23 August, 6.30pm at
the Glasgow Film Theatre, Rose Street, Glasgow.
Tickets: £7.95 (£5.20 concessions)

Editor: Helen Williams



Forum Programme September — December 2005

For details of all events conta@t31 662 9149 or scotrussforum@blueyonder.co.uk

We start the new subscription year with what we engpu will agree is a varied and
interesting programme. In the year of the 60thiaersary of the end of World War I, we
have two talks that might have been entitled ‘JedWar’ and ‘lvan’s War’, dealing with
experiences of Scots and Russian participantseofvlir on the Eastern Front. Sandwiched in
between are talks on two aspects of the arts faclwRussia is rightly renowned — ballet and
literature. Truly something for everyone — andlaak forward to seeing you at all or at least
some of these events.

Entry to all talks, including liquid refreshmenttexfvards, is £2 for SRF members and
students, £4 for others. Non-members very welcome.

Thursday 15 September, at 7.30pm: Jock Dempster —a@voys to Murmansk

As a young seaman in the merchant navy Jock Dempste part of the Allied effort to
supply Russia during the Second World War. Sailiogh Loch Ewe, and latterly the Clyde,
they brought food and military supplies through &retic to a Russia being overrun by Nazi
invaders. About 3000 merchant navy and Royal Nawn rperished. Jock and a fellow
member of the Russian Convoy Club will try to gitlie Forum some idea of what it was like.
Venue: English Speaking Union, 23 Atholl Cresc&adement), Edinburgh.

Thursday 27 October, at 7.30pm: Agnes Ness — Froml&unov to Glasgow

Dance historian Agnes Ness will talk about Scottgllet's Russian connections — Galina
Samsova, Galina Mezentseva, the choreographer Qieggradov and the dancer Irek
Mukhamedov. Her talk will be copiously illustrateath music and video.

Venue: tha

Friday 18 November, at 7.30pm: Bob Porter - Readigp myself and others: thoughts on
Russian writing today

Professor Porter is the author of Russia's AltéreaProse (1994), Four Contemporary
Russian Writers (1992) and other studies of conteary Russian literature, and held the
Chair of Slavonic Languages and Literatures at @g&las University until very recently.
According to the university website ‘he is anxidosencourage students to keep abreast of
literary and cultural developments’.

Venue: tha

Thursday 8 December, at 7.30pm: Catherine Merridale- Why did Ivan fight? Red
Army soldiers in World War Il

Professor Merridale, recently appointed to the CoaContemporary History at Queen Mary
College, University of London, is a specialist di"Zentury Russian history, and particularly
social and cultural history and the history of eimte. Her new bookyan's War: The Red
Army 1941-45Faber, Oct 2005), is a social history with thilgrss' own moving and terrible
stories based on their letters, diaries and otin®ny. A previous bookiNight of Stone
(2000), won the Heinemann Award for Literature awvas runner-up for the Samuel Johnson
and Hamner Prizes.

Venue: tha

Editor: Helen Williams



An audience with Alexander Lazarev

On 18 April a mixed audience gathered at Glasgowvéisity for a much-anticipated
audience with Alexander Lazarev, the departingqgypa conductor of the Royal Scottish
National Orchestra. Following the brief and infotroanferring of an honorary professorship
by the University’s Principal, Dr Stuart Campbelsked questions about Lazarev’s life and
career.

Lazarev spoke about the inspiration of studyingtte# same institutions attended by
Tchaikovsky and Rakhmaninov, adapting to the diffgrvoices of composers, for example
Shostakovich wrote from within the crowd whereashMawrote from the mountains, and (a
secret not to be shared with musicians) that, witlam orchestra, conductors were valueless.
His assertion that Pushkin’s Tatiana was only 1@ yef age provoked entertaining debate on
the interpretation of both poem and opera.

Of particular interest was Lazarev's high regard apparent considerable sympathy for
Prokofiev, picturing him as being constantly in tBeadow of others — Stravinsky as
composer, Rakhmaninov as pianist, Shostakovichyaplsonist and finally even Stalin in
death. His respect for Prokofiev was evident i @i Prokofiev programme with which he
completed his tenure at the RSNO. Indeed, Lazexprvessed almost distaste for performing
the popular Russian classics such as Tchaikovskypkgnies 4, 5 and 6.

Maestro Lazarev has made a major impression ommilgcal life of Scotland, delighting
audiences with his showman style, and will be esfigcremembered for his varied and
innovative programmes, most notably the Shostakownd Prokofiev symphony cycles.
This was an enjoyable evening allowing those prietgeget to know an international maestro
who, against the stereotype, came across as &uargn being. We look forward to his first
performance as conductor emeritus of the RSNO. Andr&unn

Russkaya muzyka
Many Russian folk singers and instrumentalistst \Bsitain. What distinguishes the team
known as the Russian Music Ensemble is that thexe hmofessional training as singers
and/or ethnomusicologists and have visited manionsgof Russia to record, transcribe and
study the music they perform. It was thus appadprithat they gave a short concert on
Thursday 9 June for their colleagues (and friemadshe University of Edinburgh’s School of
Scottish Studies. With the elaborate traditionastames they wear on other occasions
forsaken, the programme mad a feature of folk mfrsim the south of Russia, some sacred
music of the Molokane, and some Cossack songs.pe&iass of flute and a hurdy-gurdy
accompanied as appropriate. This session gave ipghts into the character, harmony,
vocal and performing traditions associated with naals part of this Moscow group’s
repertoire. Margaret Mackay

Editor: Helen Williams



How my great grandmother met the tsar

My great grandmother met Tsar Nicholas's grandfadexander Il in December 1880. This
is how the meeting came about.
My great grandfather's house was near the mairablsrof Archangel and the family in the
past was used to taking a shortcut through theablesrto their house. After a rather high
spirited summer party in 1880 he was taking a stutrthrough Military barracks early in the
morning and was challenged by a guard. The guas ved aware of the convention that
allowed the family to go through the barracks amddf his gun at my great grandfather.
Fortunately the bullet missed him but he protestethe guard and in the melee that took
place the guard’s rifle went off again and the guaas accidentally killed.
The result was that great grandfather was sentetweétlberia for an indeterminate time.
Clearly the family tried every legal effort to ggdemency to no avail. The only chance left
was a meeting with the Tsar who gave clemency atst®mas and Epiphany as was the
tradition of the times.
My great grandmother was heavily pregnant withithly due in January. However she was a
strong character and decided that she would petie Tsar at Christmas. She had to travel
with her mother for 11 days in the height of thes&an winter in &ibitka, a leather covered
sledge, from Archangel which is approximately 8GGemfrom St Petersburg.
After waiting some 7days in St Petersburg she wastgd the Christmas audience. She
described the tsar as being quite tall with thel&st eyes she had ever seen .He was aware of
the petition and asked about the journey, saying tiifficult it must have been etc etc. His
last words to her were ‘I give you my word yourldhwill have his father’. She then left to
begin the return journey to Archangel clearly inamwaliscomfort!
The baby, my grandfather, was born on 13th Janaay some four weeks later Tsar
Alexander Il was assassinated. Many of the pestigranted were subsequently cancelled by
Alexander 1ll, who felt his father was far too lent, and many of the assassins including
Lenin's brother were publicly hanged. (I believensnaf the problems that Tsar Nicholas II
faced stemmed from the original assassinationo§randfather).
My great grandfather returned from Siberia in Fabyul881 as promised by the Tsar.

Michael Fraser

Editorial note: This story was also told by MichHaehother, Eugenie Fraser, in her bdidke
House by the Dvina

Russian team win Scottish Open Volleyball Tournamen

Pskov Academy for Tourism Team won the Women'sdiowvi Trophy at the Scottish Open
Volleyball Tournament which took place in Perthtbe North Inch in May. The six young
women from Perth's Twin Town took home a specialhgraved Quaich, after winning all
seven of their matches. The Volleyball Team frorkdvsattended Civic Reception given by
Provost Scott and have visited Scone Palace, EdjhbuLoch Ness, Fort William,
Kingairloch, and Glencoe. The Perth Friends of Rdkmsted the students, and hope that they
will be the first of many, after a few years whersits have fallen away because of difficult
economic circumstances. The Provost of Perthd@ently visited Pskov, and a visit to Perth
by the Mayor of Pskov is planned in September. rRore information on the Friends of
Pskov contact: David Bonnar, Chairman, Friends sikoW, Tel 01738 633424. Svetlana
Bond, Secretary. Contact email: chrbon007@aol.com

Editor: Helen Williams



Anderson High School’s Study Trip to St Petersburg

Photographs of students from Shetland in
St Petersburg in March 2005

March saw our school’s first venture into Studypsrito Russia — myself, five students, one
teaching colleague, and a great deal of apprehen®i® have been involved with trips abroad,
from nearby Norway to distant Australia, but thiasathe first time we’d tried taking a class of S5
beginners to Russia. School trips are not cheaghtleis one was no exception. We went by air to
cut down on travelling time, but this still involdéwo overnight stays in Aberdeen. We had to pay
for tuition, accommodation, visas, registrationsfebod and transport — not much left over for
anything else! However, the pupils were determinadd spent a lot of time fund-raising
beforehand. This, coupled with a very welcome tionafrom the local firm ‘Shetland Catch’,
meant that we were able to incorporate a few eg&keriences into our stay. There was the
occasional panic (one student casually mentionedaimuary that he hadn’t yet applied for his
passport) but the visas duly arrived just in tiraegd as we waved goodbye, | fervently hoped we
would all return in one piece!

Living on Shetland, total population 22,000, thegmect of a week in a city of five million was a
bit daunting. 24 hours after leaving the school, lareded at Pulkovo Airport, having gasped in
amazement at the frozen lakes, rivers and eves pathe sea, as we flew. Aleksei, from the Extra
Class Language Centre (www.learnrussian.ru) medasupromised, and we were transferred in a
mini-bus, via a roadside money exchange — ‘He gavgeod rate!’ — to our host families. This was
the scary bit! We were all billeted with Russiamnfles, the three girls together, the rest of us
individually, bravest of all being my colleague,défn, who by that stage had mastered about half
the Cyrillic alphabet and six words of Russian! eTrhinibus stopped outside a 22-storey block of
flats built on stilts, in a concrete jungle on \&sisky Island, and faces fell as we surveyed the
solemn group of Russian women awaiting us. Alekisiributed us, and we made for the lifts,
anxious backward glances saying ‘What have we uesadves in for?’ Having attended a similar
course 4 years previously, | knew what I'd let nifyse for, but | knew the pupils would be
surprised by separate toilet and bathroom faglitiee standard of plumbing and wiring, the size of
the flats, the heating system (they learned thepéeature had to be below a certain level for 10
days in a row before the heating could be switavedand if it only happened on 9 consecutive
days, well — you froze!).

Next morning, Aleksei arrived to help us negotiite metro and find our way to the Language
Centre. The St Petersburg metro is not as sturasrije one in Moscow, but it is certainly deeper —
by the end of the week, we had spent quite some simply standing on the escalators, although
by then some of us were brave enough to imitatdateds by running down the left-hand side, to
save time! The arrangement with the school wagHerpupils to have four lessons per day, and
Evelyn and | to have two. By the end of the 4 lassony poor pupils were in shock — teaching was
very enthusiastic, professional, intensive, and ateiing, and the accusing looks aimed in my
direction said it all, as they erupted into thesfrair, desperately needing fed! But life improvas,
they began to acclimatise. We asked for longerKsrdeetween lessons, (longer than it took the

Editor: Helen Williams
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teachers to smoke a cigarette) and more participdeaching, with pair work etc. Having my
lessons next door, | often heard laughter, so pmesiuthey were OK! When not being taught, we
would often be asked to sit in on English clasaes, speak to the students. | also spent time in the
office, arranging trips, phoning landladies, anging to find out why our money had still not
reached the Russian bank — an embarrassing siiuaticch the Russians accepted as normal. It
finally reached their account 2 weeks after we-gfts a complicated system, so be warned.

As time went by, it was gratifying to see the psmhin confidence in speaking Russian, even the
shyest. Each day | heard tales of the host fam#ied how they'd learned new words and phrases —
some of which they were reluctant to share, givext each family had at least one teenager! We
were even able to reciprocate, helping the Rusghddren with their English homework. | was also
delighted to hear that even the most pernicketyhefm was trying new foods with enjoyment.
During the past year, | had made contact with aoskcin St Petersburg, through the website
‘Windows on the World’, (www.wotw.org.uk) which mitschools from all over the world in
contact. The whole class had corresponded withalepand we visited the school. We were met at
the metro by the teacher and three of her pupilsedy pretty girl wearing what could only be
described as a pelmet, not a skirt, turned outetorte of the penpals, much to the delight of the bo
involved!

Having had many foreign visitors to our own schd®as used to the initial awkward introductory
moments. However, as soon as we reached the scwglupils were pounced upon by the English
class, and the chatter never stopped. They igipait on a few skits for us, as it was April libien
bombarded us with questions, over juice and biscuiVe also had a tour of the school, which was
poorer equipped than our own, but their standarddriuage learning was certainly a lot higher. It
took no time at all for arrangements to be madetlier weekend, although my colleague and |
seemed overly strict over meeting times, placesnpmumbers, etc — the Russian pupils found this
most amusing! However, | had visions of at least of them getting lost, and took no chances.
The subsequent meetings were very successful apdfully some of these friendships will
continue.

So what else did we do? Well, a lot of walking! Tdentre of St Petersburg is beautiful, and you
have to walk to appreciate the magnificent views pbbably didn’t do as many touristy things as
most tourists, but I'm sure we came away with a Imbetter idea of what life in the city is really
like. On Saturday, we engaged the services of PEtemw.peterswalk.comy a Russian who
organises guided tours of the city, whom | candhghly recommend. We had asked for a ‘non-
touristy’ walk, which he certainly provided. Amotige highlights: attending part of a service in an
Orthodox church, (one pupil’'s comment — ‘All | caay is, Wow?!’), going round a food market and
sampling the wares, shopping in a shop attachddetdlilitary Academy, eating in a Russian café,
and travelling in a ‘marshrutka’ (minibus runningset route). We also took a trip to the village
(population 30,000, so more than Shetland!) of Ruslor Tsarskoye Selo. We wandered through
the palace, mouths open in wonder at the splendeat,clad in special slippers sliding on the
polished parquet. The famous Amber Room was miagnif not full of amber artefacts, but with
amber-decorated walls and ceiling. There were Iifedpiarks, but it was too wet to explore them.
Most of the pupils went to the Hermitage with theeénpals, but Evelyn and | only saw it from the
outside. The battleship ‘Aurora’ was shut, as wesKunstkammer — a museum of curiosities from
Peter the Great’s time onwards. Moral: don't tryisit official places on a Tuesday.

We tried to see as much as possible of real lif&trPetersburg, which of course is no more
representative of Russia as a whole than Londar Great Britain. We were pleased to find that
you can live reasonably cheaply if you stick tocpk tourists don’t frequent, and on the whole
people in shops and cafes were very friendly — munciite approachable than four years ago.
Russians we met through the host families, schodllanguage centre could not have been more
friendly and helpful, and the success of the tap be measured in the insistence from all 5 pupils
that ‘We have to do another trip next year, pléagéie only negative point — a week wasn't long
enough for them! (Whereas | needed a week to sxtov Mari@tkendon

Editor: Helen Williams. Tel: 0131 447 2208. Embelen.williams23@btopenworld.com
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Game Tomorrow?
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Calling all Russian speakers, students etc

We are looking for Russian speakers willing to state and/or help the Russian authors at this
year's Book Festival. If you can volunteer eitteetranslate at Book Festival events or to befriend
some of the non-English speaking authors (show tBdmburgh, explain things etc) please get in

touch. Note: none of this is likely to be paid worGood level of both English and Russian

obviously essential for interpreting at events (anthe experience of this sort of thing). However
you don't need brilliant Russian for befriendinand some of the younger authors especially would
probably be delighted to meet students. Pleasentelif you are going to be in Edinburgh 12-18

August. Contact: Jenny Carr 0131 662 9149, scdouss@blueyonder.co.uk

Editor: Helen Williams. Tel: 0131 447 2208. Embelen.williams23@btopenworld.com
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Practical help to the needy in Russian Karelia

The St Gregory Foundation is a British Charity, ethsupports a variety of projects of assistance to
the needy in Russia. Since 1990 it has been supgotiie Russian Orthodox parish of the
Dormition of the Mother of God in Kondopoga in Kiae north of St Petersburg, near the Arctic
Circle.The Episcopalian Church of the Holy Crossavidson's Mains, Edinburgh, has been
channeling support through the St Gregory Foundasimce 2003.

Kondopoga has about 40,000 inhabitants and wasdémlim the 1920s to support its only major
employer, the local paper mill. A nearby villagergats name to the town -it has a church, a world-
famous gem of wooden Russian architecture, buithénlate 18th century. Its last vicar was shot in
1930 in a routine campaign aimed at destroyingia@t. Father Lev, the next and current vicar
came to Kondopoga exactly 60 years later, in Deezni®90, and set up a new church in a
redundant water pumping station.

Most of the people in Kondopoga are descendentiseofvaves of people driven there in the Stalin
era by mass deportations, collectivisation, transfevolunteers' to erect the great building pctge

of communism. Uprooted from their homes and unablesturn, then dependent on the state for
decades and, since the fall of Communism, faceld thi¢ collapse of local industries, and a rate of
unemployment, which for years hovered around 50%nywpeople have simply given up.

Core parishioners number over 800 people and maimg mre occasional worshippers, much too
many to fit into the tiny church. The parish houd® former administrative centre of the timber
felling industry, was the main social centre foe tharish, and also the main centre for the
rehabilitation of both adults and children. It whe place where up to 100 people are fed every day,
where up to 150 children were given instructiorvelocare and attention as well as clothes,
footwear and good company, the place where vageaatsffered an address and assistance, where
adults looking for practical as well as spiritualvation, may be offered not only advice, but a job
It also housed an Icon Workshop.

In April, 2005, the house was badly burned in a fand now there is the huge task of
reconstruction, so that this important work cantcure.

The rehabilitation of children started on the fidsty of the life of the parish. Many come from
families the church never sees, parents who areploged and broke, alcoholics, drug addicts,
destitute or simply desperate. These are offerettmabhelp as they are able, including regular
meals in the school holidays, but mostly they dfered love, care, instruction and a chance to be
loved and cared for. In summer there are excursicareps and hikes organised by the parish and
this helps to create a group of secure and spligtatable individuals, the basis of a future sbgie
The parish runs a sawmill and a carpentry workstiopugh which many are rehabilitated -
reformed alcoholics and drug addicts, disabled |geomgrants - and helped to regain a place in
society. It is hoped that the sawmill may be theanseby which they can eventually become
independent.

Thanks to British help, small-scale farming acyiviias been undertaken. There are cows, a rabbit
and poultry farm, pigs, potato fields, hothousesl @n large vegetable garden, all providing
employment for the local people. The farming andigaing activities provide the eggs, meat and
vegetables needed to feed the permanent workerthanmbor.

Anyone interested in finding out more or who malhwio contribute financially to the work at
Kondopoga should contact Neville Long at: 0131-%366.

Elise Kornahrens, a social work student in Edinbuigpent three months at Kondopoga in 2004
and the following are extracts from her reportha visit:

In the light of the recent fire and the fact thasinow nearly a year since | was in Kondopogad f
myself thinking of my time there. | spent three rimnwith the parishioners in Kondopoga between
mid-April and mid-July 2004. It was one of the masforgettable experiences of my life.

My birthday occurred just a few weeks after | a@dvin Kondopoga, and it was a day that shows
the wonderful nature of life at Parish House. Iswaaslightly odd day in that it was a public hojida

Editor: Helen Williams. Tel: 0131 447 2208. Embelen.williams23@btopenworld.com
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Parish House was not so full of its normal hustid austle, with most of the people who work
there during the week enjoying an extra day offe Thing that made my birthday was that they
made me feel special in the gifts that | was givtba,cake, and the special birthday blessing that i
sung with the blessing of the meal. Lunch on myhidily was wonderful. | was presented with
lovely gifts some of which were very personal sasha hand painted wooden box given by Ira
painted with scenes of the various chapels andcblegrof the parish in different seasons, and a
sketch of an icon of Mary and Jesus given to mé&leya, one of the women who works painting
icons. These and other gifts were overwhelming ¢éoas one who had only been in the community
for a very short period, but who already was beahgwn such love by the people there. Such love
is something so vital to their ministry that oneoddnows them would hardly expect anything else.
Another element of that day which will always benity mind whenever a birthday comes around
shows the fragility of life there. One of the twows decided that it was time to give birth, but
unfortunately it was a breach birth and therefagy\difficult for the cow and those helping. Since
it was a holiday there were not many people arantAndrei, who | was told was a past master at
delivering calves, had taken the wrong moment tfog@ walk. Natasha, a young woman who was
there working in the kitchens, Kolya, Nina and Irev¢he ones trying to help this poor cow. Nina,
whose job it is to take care of the cows, was veugh in control of the situation, but there was a
point when it seemed that there would be nothirag we could do. The calf did not seem to want to
be born, even though we tried to pull him out. Tkiatly, indeed when left to her own devices, the
cow did manage to deliver her calf, and althouglkvhe very weak to begin with over the next days
and weeks he grew in strength and health.
During my time in Kondopoga | had the opportundaytake two small trips of very different natures
with various members of the parish community. Oresva cultural visit to St Petersburg and
Novgorod, the other a journey to Finland to pick hupmanitarian aid. | found it interesting and
actually quite wonderful that although the parishreliant on outside aid to continue with their
ministry Fr Lev places high value on the culturatitage that they have as Russians. He sees it as
vitally important that people not only have fooththing, pastoral and spiritual care but that they
are able to appreciate the beauties of the Hermitaigan ancient monastery in Novgorod, or of a
Mozart piano sonata.
The thing that stands out for me is the love thaa$ shown from my arrival in St Petersburg all the
way through to the time | left in July. The sintgmf people’s sadness at my departure was really
qguite overwhelming as | had only been part of thiges for such a short time. And as | tried to
immerse myself in parish life the community did siking they could to make me a part of their
life. And even though my understanding and speakingussian did improve all the time, for the
most part communication with words was difficultday the least. But words were not needed to
communicate the things which lie at the heart eflite there: love for God and for each other.
Neville Long and Elise Kornahrens.

WHAT'S ON
8-12 AugustLecture seriesGreat Ballets and their Musi@mostly Russian). Edinburgh University Open
Studies. £60 for 5 mornings, 10am-12. Furtheaitet0131 650 4400, oli@ed.ac.uk
9 August Assembly Hall, The Mound, Edinburgh. 10.30-11.45pt@lping hand for BeslarFred MacAulay
(BBC Radio Scotland) and friends (may include Bidliley, Jeff Green, Dara O’Brian, Ed Byrne and Phil
Nichols) performing in support of families affectbg the Beslan tragedy. In association with thesiuns
Children’s Welfare Society and the Council’s Headtid Social Care Department. Tickets: £13.50 [411.5
0131 226 2438 or online at www.assemblyrooms.com.
11 August Thanks to the Russian Consul-General the TV fifrBaris Akunin’s Azazel(not subtitled) will
be shown at 7pm 11 August, Room 1.05 (ground fl@moughmuir High School, Viewforth, Edinburgh
(free). There is an English translation of the noVhe winter queen
5 SeptemberRoyal Society BP Prize Lectur®ussia's Fallen Heroes: men's experience of pogeto
change Dr Rebecca Kay, Department of Central and Eageropean Studies, University of Glasgow. 5.30
pm (refreshments from 5pm), Royal Society of Edighy 22-26 George Street. Open to all and free, but
ticketed: phone: 0131 240 5000; e-mail events@sogad.org.uk  http://www.royalsoced.org.uk/
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NOTICES
Orthodox Community of St Nicholas Dunblane: Sundays at 11am (English, with somedBiig). University of
Strathclyde Chaplaincy: Friday 5 August (6pm)/Sddyr6 August (11am), and Friday 2 September (6pm)/8ay 3
September (11am) (Slavonic with some English). &cntFr Alexander Williams, Arranmhor, Laighill Loa
Dunblane, FK15 0BJ: 017876 822750, emalil rory.ails@clara.co.uk
Orthodox Community of St Andrew. Edinburgh: Saturdays at 6.30pm; Sundays at 9amml@rB0am. Chapel of St
Andrew, 2 Meadow Lane, Edinburgh, EH8 9NR. Contacthimandrite John Maitland Moir, at the same &ddror
phone, 0131 667 0372. Services elsewhere in Schtlaebsite: http://www.edinburgh-orthodox.org. uk/
Post in MoscowVolunteer PR and Fundraiser for Kitezh-Orion Comitias for Orphans wanted. Start September
2005, 1 year minimum. Contact: Liza HollingsheadoplBgia Trust, The Park, Forres, Morayshire, IV3&3Phone:
01309 690995, email all@ecologia.org.uk
Lectureship in Russian Studies, University of Edinbrgh Available from January 2006. Details: 0131 65025
(recruitment line) or www.ed.ac.uk. Job Referer®@4651TH, closing date 12 August 2005.
Russo-British Chamber of Commerceis looking for a Russia Director, based in Mosc@etails: Mako Rusia,
RBCC London: 020 7403 1706 or office.manager@rlaocalc Deadline for application: 1 August.
Activities for Russian speaking children Weekly clubs/schools in Edinburgh and Glasgownkdrgh: lulia Kuksina
0131 476 6786, www.geocities.com/russianedinbur@isgdw: Svetlana Zvereva 0141 956 2066, zvereva@earu
Shop in Aberdeen specialising on European/Russian food: stockuihes pelmenj kolbasaand nostalgic sweets.
‘European Food’, 568 George Street, Aberdeen. MoBir917420907 (Oleg).
Round the World Book Group Ottakars, Edinburgh. Seeks recommendations of aftianks (in translation and
easily available) from Former Soviet Union courgrieSuggestions to alecmci@supanet.com (mention SRF)
http://www.ottakars.co.uk/Internet/shopevents/regdgroup.jsp
Call for Humanities graduates Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Stud@suthampton University) is
looking for graduates (especially if working ftwetpast 3 years)in English, History, Classics, Aetilogy, Languages,
Linguistics and Area Studies for research projentail R.Allan@soton.ac.uk www.llas.acprijects/ilteh.aspx
Calling Nottingham Russian Department Alumni Did you study there, or have older relations whalied Russian
etc at Nottingham and left photos, letters, diadeseminisced about their student days. Former beemof staff are
collecting material for a history of the teachingRussian and other Slavonic languages in the Usityeand in its
predecessor college: please write to James Mu@deRayneham Road, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8RJerail
jymuckle@jymuckle.fsnet.co.uk

ON THE ISLE OF BUTE

Www.russiantavern.co.uk
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